Arizona Region of USA Volleyball
Explanation of Girls Divisions
2006-2007 Season

The Jr Girls Club Division has grown so large in the 14’s and 16’s Divisions that an alternative
format was needed to deal with the growth. Dividing the Club Division offered different
opportunities for different types of teams that play in the Club Division. Below is a description of
the Open Division, Championship Division and Club Division and how each division is
scheduled to play.

Open Division

Open Division is made up of Elite teams. These teams will most likely travel to two or more
National Qualifiers and attempt to qualify for the Jr National Championships. These teams are
scheduled for 4 local tournaments to allow them time in March and April to travel to National
Qualifiers. The format for Open Division tournaments is 8 team divisions that break into 4 team
pools with bracket play to follow. The 1% and 2" place teams in each pool will move into a 4
team championship bracket and the 3™ and 4" place teams will move into a 4 team consolation
bracket. Atthe end of the day, 3 teams will move into the Division above and 3 teams will move
into the Division below with two teams “staying” for the next tournament. The tournament day
starts play at 9 am and ends approximately 7 pm.

Championship Division

The teams in the Championship Division are all of the Club 18’s, 36 of the Club Division 16’s
teams (the highest ranking teams in the Club Division) and the top 36 teams in the 14’s Division.
The 16’s teams will self select to enter the Championship Division. The 14’s teams will choose
to enter the Division and then have to qualify by placing in the top 36 at the first tournament held
in December. The 14's teams that chose to enter the Championship Division and then did not
finish in the top 36 at the 12's/14’s tournament #1 will be placed in the Club Division. The teams
in the Championship Division may possibly travel to one NQ and/or a season ending
tournament.

These teams will be placed in a single ladder with divisions of 8 teams for play. Their play will
consist of wave play starting at either 8 am or 3 pm. They will play a bracket format that allows
for all 8 places to be determined. At the end of the day, the top 3 teams will move up a division
and the 6™ - 8th places will move down a division for the next tournament. The teams will have
6 power tournaments and the Region Championships as their tournament schedule. The 14's
will not play in tournament #6 since they had a qualifying tournament prior to the start of the
Championship Division tournaments. All teams will split out for their respective Region
Championships tournaments. The 14’s and 16’s will play in the AAA Division of their age group
on the same day as the Club Division teams play for the AA or A Divisions.

All teams in this division will play by the 16’s & 18's rules of play. The main difference is that
there will be no second toss for the 14’s teams.

Club Division

The teams in the Club Division are the remaining 16’s, the remaining 14’s and all of the 12's
Division teams. These teams will be restricted to playing teams in their own age group — no
movement between ages. These are developmental teams or lower ranked teams in a club with
many teams in the same age divisions. The teams will be placed in a ladder within their age



group. Play will consist of wave play starting at either 8 am or 3 pm. They will play a bracket
format that allows for all 8 places to be determined. Places 1-3 will move up a division for the
next tournament and places 6-8 will move down a division. Places 4 & 5 will stay in the same
division for the next tournament. The 12's will not play in the last two Club division tournaments
so that they have 5 power tournaments plus their Region Championships. The 14’s teams will
not play in the last power tournament so that they have 6 power tournaments plus their Region
Championships. The 14’s and 16’s Divisions will be split into AA and A divisions for the Region
Championships.

Open Division Championship Division Club Division

Elite Teams Upper Division of Club Developmental

16's & 18's 14’s, 16's & 18's 12's, 14's & 16's

All day tournaments Wave play Wave play

Move between ages Move between ages Stay in age groups

Teams will travel Teams may travel Teams probably won't travel

4 Power Tournaments 6 Power Tournaments 5 or 6 Power Tournaments

16 or 18 Open 14s AAA, 16s AAA, 18s 12s, 14AA or A, 16AA or A
Region Championships Region Championships Region Championships

Q & A Regarding Seeding and Divisions

Q.
A.

>0

Would 13’s teams be eligible for the Championship Division?
13’s teams would be eligible for the Championship Division provided they qualify in the
top 36 teams at the 14's first tournament in December.

My teams should be in the Club Division — which contracts do | submit?

There are three different Club Division Contracts for the Jr Girls. One is the 12's only
contract — different because they play only 5 tournaments plus the Region
Championships so their cost is lower; two is the Club Division Contract — 14’s and 16’s
are eligible to sign this contract — this is for those teams that do not want to be included
in the Championship Division even if they qualify in the top 36 of the 14’s Division;
Championship Club Division — eligible teams are Club 18's, 16's and 14’s — all 18’s Club,
Club 16’s that are choosing to enter this division and the 14’s that want to play in this
division should they qualify should turn in this contract. If more than thirty-six 16’s teams
enter this division a determination will be made by the seeding committee as to which 36
teams should be included. The 14’s teams that are on the Championship Division
contract and do not qualify at the first tournament will play in the Club Division
tournaments.

How is the seeding determined — is it based on Region evaluation or Director
Recommendation?

A. The majority of the seeding is based on Director Recommendation. There may be times

when the Junior Board seeds a team differently than the director recommendation. This
is usually done when a director has attempted to place all their teams in an unusually
high position. The Junior Board does look at past season finishes and coaches when
making any kind of changes to director recommendation. When the Junior Board
receives recommendations that 1/3 of the teams in any age group should be in the top
25% obviously that can’t happen when the seeding is all done so past experience does
come into consideration. It is very important to be as reasonable as possible when filling



out the Seeding Form. Clubs that do not turn in a Seeding Form risk being placed much
lower than their team’s actual strength.

. At the first 14’s tournament which establishes rankings and qualifies teams for the
Championship division does the top 36 automatically qualify or can teams choose not to
be in it?

. If a team does not want to be considered for the Championship division even if they
should qualify, they should submit the Club Division contract. Teams that sign the Club
Division contract will automatically be placed in the Club Division after the first
tournament. If a team signed the Club Division contract and does qualify for the
Championship Division they may contact the Region Office within one week after the first
tournament to indicate that they do want to participate in the Championship Division.

. At the end of the season, teams from the Championship division are integrated back into
their age group. Are they automatically seeded 1-36?

A. The teams from the Championship Division will be pulled out of the ladder and seeded

for their Region Championship according to their age group and their current seeding in
the Division. The Championship Division teams will not be integrated into the Club
Division seeding but will contend for their own Region Championships on the same date
as the Club Division Championships for their age group. The 18’s will play on the Club
18 Region Championships date for the 18’s Division Championships, the 16’s will play
on the Club 16 Region Championships date in the 16 AAA Division and the 14’s will play
on the Club 14 Region Championships date in the 14AAA Division. The Club Division
teams will play in the 14AA, 14A, 16AA or 16A Divisions for their Region
Championships. The 12’s will play on the 12 Region Championship date for the 12's
Division Championships. The 12’s & 18’s will not be broken into divisions unless an
unusual growth takes place in those divisions at registration time.



